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ARTICLE

From Note to Independent
Research Project: The Case of
Lauretta Hitchcock Jenney
(1808-1833)
William M. Ferraro

I

t is customary for faculty at academic institutions to characterize their work
in terms teaching, research, and service. For scholarly editors, even on staff
of projects that are fully integrated into the structures of the academy, this traditional division of responsibilities is often not specified or considered not applicable. Yet for some scholars in professional staff positions the goal to pursue
independent research is strong, even crucial, as a way to renew the passion for
discovery, authenticity, and understanding that drew many of them to this profession in the first place and that, as a consequence, help in sustaining the
momentum of their work on the large-scale and long-term edition projects.
There are no patent solutions for the dilemma of balancing the demands that
stem from the tight work schedules typical for most editorial projects and the
very individual ways editors devise to counteract the demands for high productivity. Each situation is different. In my case, three ingredients have been critical
for dealing with that difficult balancing act successfully. First, as an employee of
the Ulysses S. Grant Association at Southern Illinois University Carbondale, I
benefit from an institutional policy that provides staff with twenty-seven vacation
days a year. With this policy in place, I can devote two or three weeks every year
to pursue a fascinating and rejuvenating research agenda independent of my official editorial obligations without having to give up other opportunities for tackling chores, getting rest, and enjoying some relaxation. Second, my family has
been wonderfully supportive of my research interests, which often cut into nights
and weekends. Third, living only a short distance from the offices of the edition
project saves many hours in the long run, hours that I can devote to my own
research projects. My special interests are anchored in nineteenth-century
United States history. My search for Lauretta Hitchcock is a good demonstration.
My quest after Lauretta Hitchcock and the family connections that shaped
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her values and beliefs began in 1989, when I came across this young woman at
the Salmon P. Chase Papers. John Niven, editor of the Chase Papers, took little
notice of Lauretta Hitchcock because the project focused on Salmon P. Chase's
rise as an anti-slavery lawyer and political leader. Out of four letters between
1826 and 1827 from Chase to Lauretta or members of her family and seventeen
letters between 1826 and 1832 from Lauretta or her relatives to Chase, Niven
chose only one for publication in the select letter press edition. 1 That particular
letter caught his eye because it detailed Chase's first impressions of Washington,
D.C., and not because it revealed the relationship between Chase and the
Hitchcocks. 2 This decision made perfect sense given Niven's editorial focus. The
editorial methods of the Chase Papers determined that research concerning the
Hitchcocks extend no further than manuscript correspondence in the project
files and readily available print sources to supply simple identifications. My
interest was peaked, however, and my goal became to discover as much as possible about Lauretta Hitchcock. My curiosity expanded the research focus dramatically. Ironically, as it turns out, my efforts to uncover the life of Lauretta
Hitchcock brought to light that the Hitchcocks seem to bear significant responsibility for Chase's anti-slavery sentiments!
I first encountered Lauretta Hitchcock when I was assigned to annotate
selected letters about Chase's college years and young manhood. These letters
mentioned individuals and events most easily identified by other manuscript correspondence. I became particularly curious about the exchanges between Chase
and Lauretta, who met while both were students at an academy in Royalton,
Vermont. They were attracted to each other in part because they had much in
common: their families lived in Keene, New Hampshire; they took their studies
very seriously; and they yeamed for spiritual fulfillment.
The abrupt termination of the correspondence between Chase and Lauretta
in 1832 puzzled me. Little about the reason for the break-up could be learned
ISalmon P. Chase to Adeline and Lauretta Hitchcock, 19 December 1826,john Niven,
ed.,james P. McClure, senior associate ed., Leighjohnsen, associate ed., Steve Leikin and
William M. Ferraro, assistant eds., The Salmon P. Chase Papers: VOLUME 2, Correspondence,
7823-7857 (Kent, Ohio: Kent State University Press, 1994), 10-15. Niven also excluded
from the book edition eighteen letters from Chase, his relatives, or friends between 1824
and 1833 that mention Lauretta Hitchcock. These letters are scattered among the Chase
collections at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia IHSP); Library of
Congress, Washington, D.C. IDLe]; and Ohio Historical Society, Columbus.
2Niven's casual regard for the Hitchcocks may explain his misidentification of Lauretta's
sister Adeline as Chase's youthful romantic interest. See Niven, Salmon P. Chase: A
Biography (New York: Oxford University Press, 1995), 40.
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Adeline MariettaJenney
Niece of Lauretta Hitchcock
Special Collections and Archives, Knox College Ubrary,
Galesburg, Illinois

Mary Ann LaurettaJenney
Niece of Lauretta Hitchcock
Special Collections and Archives, Knox College
Ubrary, Galesburg, Illinois
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from letters at hand. Lauretta had moved to Edwardsville, Illinois, in the early
1830s to work as a missionary and eVidently married in 1833. A later notation
by Chase on one of the Hitchcock family letters indicated that one of Lauretta's
brothers, Lucius, had become a physician and died in Waverly, Illinois. 3 Most
provocatively, while visiting relatives in Royalton in 1866, Chase recorded in his
journal wistful reminiscences about adventures with Lauretta while they
attended schoo1. 4 Intrigued to know more about this woman, who clearly had
struck a deep chord in Chase, I scoured the printed sources on New Hampshire
and Vermont in the Huntington library. Research elsewhere had to wait until I
could find my way to Illinois and New England in order to search court house
records, local libraries, and cemeteries.
When I joined the Ulysses S. Grant Association at Southern Illinois
UniverSity Carbondale in early 1992, I moved to a campus remote from many
places of general interest but within easy driving of Edwardsville and Waverlyplaces of particular research interest to me. After getting settled, I checked, and
found nothing, in the Edwardsville court house and library about Lauretta
Hitchcock. Visits to churches founded during the settlement period and the
county historical society turned up .information about the town during the 1830s
but nothing pertaining to Lauretta Hitchcock. I knew this search would not be
easy because I did not know Lauretta Hitchcock's married name, and it would
be unlikely for nineteenth-century records to include Lauretta's maiden name.
Finding Lauretta's husband became the focus of my search.
On another day, I drove from Carbondale to Morgan County to visit
Waverly and nearby Jacksonville, site of Illinois College. I knew from one of
Lauretta's letters that she had heard one of the first presidential addresses at
Illinois College, an institution founded by the "Yale Band," a group of seven Yale
Divinity School graduates who committed themselves to religious work on the
frontier. 5 In the archives at Illinois College, I found letters from a missionary
mentioning Lauretta, and I felt sure that one would recount her marriage. Rising
anticipation deflated after I read the last letter and realized that I had gained only
further confirmation that Lauretta was an impressive and engaging person. 6 At
3Salmon P. Chase, Hanover, N. H., to Adeline M. Hitchcock et al., 13July 1826, HSP.
421July 1866,John Niven, ed.,James P. McClure, senior associate ed., LeighJohnsen,
associate ed., William M. Ferraro and Steve Leikin, assistant eds., The Salmon P. Chase
Papers:VOLUME 1,joumals, 7829-7872 (Kent, Ohio: Kent State University Press, 1993),
616-17.
5Lauretta Hitchcock, Edwardsville, Ill., to Salmon P. Chase, 4 August (completed August
2~, 1832, HSP.
C. C. A. Messenger, Edwardsville, Ill., toJane Brooks, Collinsville, Ill., 10 February, 8
March, 19 April, 1832, Illinois College, Jacksonville, Ill.
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the court house in Jacksonville, I hoped to find property records or a will left by
Lucius Hitchcock that would provide details about his extended family. I was disappointed again. At the public library, however, an index to the local paper contained the name "Lucius Hitchcock" in relation to a story on the reclamation of
an old cemetery in Waverly. 7 With the help of some elderly local residents, I
reached the cemetery and was able to locate Lucius Hitchcock's stone with relative ease. Next to this stone was another gravestone-the real prize. It read
"Lauretta H.Jenney" and marked the burial site of an infant that died in 1838
before reaching the age of one. I presumed that this was Lauretta Hitchcock's
child and now had a definite surname to pursue in the records.
Accounts of the Yale Band and Illinois College in secondary sources yielded
the name ElishaJenney but nothing about his marriage. 8 A break came during
a stop at the Illinois Historical Survey at the University of Illinois. The archivist
found a sketch indicating that Jenney had received an undergraduate degree
from Dartmouth College in Hanover, New Hampshire, and died at Galesburg,
Illinois. From a catalogue of Dartmouth College graduates published in 1925, I
confirmed that ElishaJenney had graduated in 1827-one year after Salmon P.
Chase's graduation from the same school-and found out his exact death date,
November 11, 1882.9 I still knew nothing definite aboutJenney's wife or children
but sensed that I was on the right trail.
My next destination was Galesburg in Knox County, Illinois, about six hours
from Carbondale. I made it there inJune 1996. In the local library, I found a
newspaper obituary published the week after ElishaJenney's death that noted his
grave site and identified Adeline M. Hitchcock-Lauretta Hitchcock's sister-as
the wife that survived him! 10 I now surmised that the infant buried at Waverly
was the child of Elisha and AdelineJenney, named for her aunt, and lamented
that I was again in the dark as far as ascertaining whom Lauretta Hitchcock had
married in 1833.
I located the Jenney family grave site the next morning. Adeline's death date
on the stone was too wom to read. I then went to the court house and found her
will and death record. 11 Knowing now that she had died on 23 February 1891, I
7Jacksonville Courier, 17 November 1977.
8See Charles Henry Rammelkamp, Illinois College: A Centennial History, 1829-1929 (I928)
and Charles E. Frank, Pioneer's Progress: Illinois College, 1829-1979 (Illinois College, 1979).
9 General Catalogue of Dartmouth College and the Associated Schools, 1769-1925 (Hanover,
N.H., 1925), 140.
10 Galesburg Republican and Register, 18 November 1882.
llWilI of Adeline M. H. Jenney, 4 January 1883, (filed April 27, 1891), Knox County
Court House, Galesburg, III. The Jenney Family grave site is Lot 407, Hope Cemetery.
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Adeline HitchcockJenney
Lauretta Hitchcock's sister in old age
Special Collections and Archives, Knox College Library, Galesburg, Illinois
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returned to the public library and turned up an immensely revealing obituary.
Adeline had been born on a plantation at St. Mary's, Georgia, and in 1811, her
widowed mother had freed all the slaves and moved the family to Keene.
Atheldred Hitchcock raised her children, and especially her daughters, to abhor
slavery and strive for everything "that was good and great" in politics, literature,
philanthropy, and religion. ElishaJenney and Adeline married on 24July 1835,
and lived in Jacksonville, Waverly, and Godfrey, Illinois, before settling at
Galesburg in 1860. 12 The Knox College archives held additional information
about Elisha Jenney and family but, disappointingly, nothing about who had
married Lauretta Hitchcock or what had become of her after the early 1830s.
At a dead end in Illinois, I needed to conduct research in New England. I
combined this research trip with a visit to family and friends in the east later that
summer of 1996. In one letter, Lauretta mentioned that she had attended Ipswich
Female Seminary.13 This was a school on Cape Cod founded by Mary Lyon, a
pioneer of higher education for women who later started Mount Holyoke
Seminary at South Hadley, Massachusetts. I contacted the archivist at Mount
Holyoke to see if the collections held correspondence between Mary Lyon and
her students. A reply explained that finding aids included no items from Lauretta
and that little correspondence survived between Mary Lyon and her students.
Also enclosed were photocopies from Ipswich Female Seminary catalogues with
notations indicating that Lauretta Hitchcock married ElishaJenney and resided
in Alton, Illinois. 14 I determined to stop at Mount Holyoke and explore this solid
lead.
I was richly rewarded: the Mount Holyoke archives contained a revealing letter dated Keene, 15 October 1833, from Mary M. Parker, a Hitchcock cousin, to
Mary Lyon: "The principal object of my writing now is to communicate to you
& to her other friends at Ipswich the sudden decease of one who was dear to us
all (too dear I fear to many) Yes, our beloved Lauretta is no more; the grave hath
won her, ... She was marriedJune 6, died Septr 28 only 3 & 1/2 months after her
marriage. After her arrival in Alton she with her husband boarded a short time
in the upper village whilst there Mr. Jenney was seized with a fever as soon as he
was able they removed & went to house keeping the exertion necessarily attendant was too much for her, she was suddenly seized with a fever which on the
12 Galesburg Republican and Register, 28 February 1891.
~3Lauretta Hitchcock, "near Alton," Ill., to Salmon P. Chase, 27 January 1832, HSP.
4Catalogue of the Officers and Members of Ipswich Female Seminary (Newburyport, Mass.,
(1830)), 4, and Catalogue of the Officers and Members ofIpSWich Female Seminary, For the }Car
Ending October 1831 (Salem, Mass., 1831),5, Mount Holyoke College Archives and Special
Collections, South Hadley, Mass.
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10th day after the attack terminated in her death." In the fall, I ventured to Alton
and found Lauretta HitchcockJenney's grave in less than a day. IS
Since finding Lauretta's grave, I have visited Royalton, Vermont, to see
where she first came to know Chase and to find out more about Joseph A.
Denison, Jr., a cousin who served as Chase's confidant in his developing
romance. 16 The Denison home still stands across the road from the site of the
Royalton Academy. On this same trip to New England, I spent one day at the
Dartmouth College archives, just long enough to discern that I must schedule
several days to examine its holdings on Chase, ElishaJenney, and their classmates.
Over the past decade, I have traveled thousands of miles to visit sites far off
the track typical for conducting research for succinct annotation in the publication of scholarly editions. As a result of my travels I successfully unearthed the
main features of Lauretta HitchcockJenney's eventful life. In the course of this
journey a different research goal crystallized for me. I shifted from my initial
interest in tracing the life of one woman to a multi-generational study such as
Lynn A. Bonfield and Mary C. Morrison, Roxana's Children, that deeply mines
nineteenth-century family manuscripts to explore issues and events central to
communities, regions, and the nation as a whole. 17 In pursuit of this project I
must learn much more about Lauretta Hitchcock's kin and descendants.
Beginning with ElishaJenney, husband of Lauretta and also father of her nephew
and nieces, I already know that he served most of his ministerial career as a
supervising agent for the American Home Missionary Society (AHMS) in
Illinois. His manuscript reports were microfilmed as part of the massive AHMS
collection and are held by a select few libraries and archives reluctant to send
reels through interlibrary loan. As a result, a comprehensive review of Jenney's
reports requires a visit to one of those repositories. I also need to find out more
about his son, E. Winthrop Jenney, who served as a soldier in the 77th Illinois
Infantry, graduated from Knox College, and married Kate Thrall (a classmate at
Knox). The younger Jenney and his wife worked as missionaries in Macedonia.
Tracking him in Civil War sources should be routine, but follOwing his trail overseas means new research tactics in unfamiliar repositories.
15Lot 6, Block 282, Section 202, Upper Alton Cemetery, Alton, Ill. For brief notices on
ElishaJenney's two marriages and Lauretta HitchcockJenney's death, see New-Hampshire
Sentinel (Keene), 13 June, 17 October 1833, 30 June 1835.
16Joseph A. Denison, Jr., Hanover, N.H., to Salmon P. Chase, October 9, 1825, HSP;
and Chase, Washington, D.C., to Denison,Jr., 14 November 1828, DLC.
17Lynn A. Bonfield and Mary C. Morrison, Roxana's Children: 1he Biography of a
Nineteenth-Century Family (Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1995).
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E. Winthrop Jenney
Nephew of Lauretta Hitchcock
Special Collections and Archives, Knox College Library,
Galesburg, Illinois
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I will also have to spend more time in Keene, where I already have found the
grave sites of Chase's father, Ithamar, and other relatives; as well as the impressive cemetery plot of Lauretta's oldest sister,Julia Ann, who married a prominent local merchant named Aaron Hall, Jr. Hall acted as legal guardian to the
Hitchcock children upon their return from Georgia to New Hampshire. Court
records, manuscripts in the county historical society, and files of Keene's daily
newspaper require systematic study because they are likely to yield more information about the Chases and Hitchcocks.
With the advent and expansion of the World Wide Web much of the basic
research for which I needed much time and had to travel many miles has
become considerably easier and time-efficient. For example, the facts that
Lauretta Hitchcock married ElishaJenney and died in 1833 can now be gleaned
from vital records online. Yet many of the other sources that helped me flesh out
the story of Lauretta's life are not readily or systematically available on the
Internet. Obituaries in local newspapers, comprehensive finding aids in order to
access private and public archival holdings, historic town images, detailed cemetery and burial stone listings are critical in developing new research leads, especially about people largely forgotten by now. More importantly, the Internet
does not obviate the need to make the necessary intellectual connections without which research cannot progress, like the reasoning that connected the dots
represented by Lauretta Hitchcock, the IpSwich Female Seminary, Mary Lyon,
and the Mount Holyoke archives. The Internet cannot make the contextual linkages on which scholarship depends.
Clearly, my pursuit of Lauretta Hitchcock's fascinating life story has been a
labor of love. It has also helped me in my regular pursuits as documentary editor because it served to broaden and renew my interests in the time period covered by the large editorial project and also to sharpen and focus my research
skills. What I need now, is time to concentrate on putting the book together. If I
were a regular faculty member, I would apply for sabbatical leave for this stage
in my research project. Most scholarly editors do not have this option. Therefore,
let me close with a plea to the professional organization to review all scholarly
editions for practices that allow staff members to pursue their own research interests. Mter such a census of practices across a large variety of edition projects it
would then be possible to articulate guidelines for a "sabbatical system," or some
more general and comprehensive release and leave policy for research, as a regular benefit option for all scholarly editors.
There are precedents and examples. In the early 1990s, for instance, the
Salmon P. Chase Papers had such a policy allowing one-half day per week for
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independent research, and the National Historical Publications and Records
Commission (NHPRC) endorsed this release time practice as long as satisfactory
progress on the edition was not compromised. An obvious advantage of a well
designed release time policy is the possibility of better long-term planning-for
project directors responsible for devising work plans and maintaining often
ambitious publication schedules as well as for those editors who want to take
advantage of particular grant opportunities in pursuit of their own research projects. 18 I firmly believe that the time has come for discussing release time policies
and encouraging all scholarly edition projects to offer them to their professional
staff as a benefit option. I sincerely hope that the community of scholarly editors
works hard to make a system of research release time options a reality in the very
near future.

18For professional staff realistic opportunity for seeking outside funds in support of
research-focused release time will have the added advantage of supplementing professional salaries which most often are anything but generous as a fairly recent survey of documentary editors showed. Martha]. King, Cathy Moran Hajo, et aI., "Report on the ADE
Survey," Documentary Editing, 18,4 (December 1996): 87-90, especially 90.

Documentary Editing 25(2) Summer 2003

87

Photograph courtesy of
William M. Ferraro

88

Documentary Editing 25(2)

Summer 2003

